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Welcome Austin’s New City Council in an:  
Eco-Change Exchange 
Thursday, June 25th 5:30 – 9:00 PM  
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St., Austin, TX 78701 
To attend, rsvp through TGN at 
rsvp@TexasGreenNetwork.org (or through one of 
several hosting partners) 
 
The Texas Green Network joins— 
 
Alliance of Community Trainers, Austin Eco-Network, 
Austin Permaculture Guild, Austin Sierra Club, Central 
Texas Zero Waste Alliance, Coal Block, 
Design~Build~Live, Ecology Action, Environment 
Texas, Greenpeace, League of Bicycling Voters, 
Northeast Neighbors Coalition, PODER, 
PowerSmack.org, Public Citizen, Resolution Gardens, 
Save Barton Creek Association, Save Our Springs 
Alliance, SEED Coalition, Solar Austin, Tecolote Farm, 
Texas Campaign for the Environment, Texas 
Environmental Democrats, Transition Austin 
 
--and others to welcome the newly inaugurated Austin 
City Council. In this time of economic and environmental 
crisis, we have an opportunity to reshape our future, now. 
Our community is coming together to make Austin a 
model of a sustainable city, and we want our elected 
officials to be leaders in this effort.   
 
 
 
 

If You Care About: 
· Healthy Food 
· Clean Water 
· Clean Energy and Reducing Carbon Emissions 
· Landfill Expansions and Reducing Waste 
· Alternatives to More Highways and Sprawl 
· Participatory Democracy 
· Climate Change 
· Environmental Justice 

 
Come on Thursday evening to learn, engage, and build 
momentum for making Austin the national environmental 
leader we ought to be! 
 
Program for the Evening: 
5:30 – 6:30     Sustainable Future Fair and Reception 
with new City Council Members. Enjoy some     delicious 
local, organic food, learn about great work being done in 
Austin, and help create a vision for the sustainable future 
you want to see in Austin. 
6:30 – 7:00      Opening Presentations:  Building a 
Sustainable Future in Austin 
7:00 – 8:00      Eco-Priorities Sessions: Breakout on Key 
Issue Areas  
8:00 – 9:00      Charting Our Future including reflections 
from City Council Members. 
 
Representatives of the Texas Green Network and the other 
partner organizations will be there.  Stop by  
each group’s table to connect. 
 
Texas Green Network Welcomes Summer 
Newcomers 
 
This summer, the Texas Green Network is hosting a 
couple of meetings as focus groups on the direction of the 
organization.  We will soon be announcing a members 
only meeting to gather input from those already involved. 
Then, in a second meeting, we will invite members and 
others with an interest in deeper involvement to continue 
the discussion.  We have been keeping a growing list of 
attendees for this second discussion but the door is still 
open and we welcome your input and leadership.  To 
receive updates and an invitation, please email Reed at 
reed@TexasGreenNetwork.org 
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We would like to extend a special thank you to members 
and others for your continued support as we shape and 
evolve TGN to the market and the possibilities.  A more 
sustainable future for the business community is an 
increasingly realizable dream and a shared vision worth 
rallying around as a community. 
 
About the Texas Green Nework 
 
The Texas Green Network seeks to accelerate the adoption 
of sustainable practices in the business community.  Our 
vision is to provide an innovative, fun and rewarding 
infrastructure that fosters networking and communication 
among businesses, organizations, our government and 
individuals.  We do this through a variety of channels 
including our online member directory and website, 
monthly networking meetings, forums focusing on target 
issues, newsletter, partner events and more. Step up to the 
open mike at one of our meetings and meet a passionate 
bunch of leaders and thinkers that make up the TGN 
community for over a year and a half now. 
 

Calendar 
 
Pecan Street Project Public Meeting  
June 23 
 
You are invited to learn about and provide input to the 
Austin Pecan Street Project on June 23 from 4 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at the Capital Area Workforce Board, 6505 Airport 
Blvd., Suite 101-E (please enter from the Highland Mall 
side of the building). 
  
Attendees will be provided information about the project, 
followed by an invitation to participate in breakout 
sessions encouraging discussion and soliciting feedback 
about the project’s technology, system design, financial 
and economic development aspects.   
  
The project is a partnership among the City of Austin, 
Austin Energy, University of Texas, the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce and Environmental Defense Fund. 
The project has already garnered 11 corporate 
partnerships, including Dell Inc., IBM Corporation, Intel, 
Cisco Systems and others. 

  
The Pecan Street Project is an initiative charged with 
exploring the challenges Austin faces in building a modern 
energy system, including a “smart grid.” On September 25, 
2008, the Austin City Council adopted a resolution 
directing the city to work with Environmental Defense 
Fund and other community stakeholders, to conduct an 
analysis of system improvements, technology advances, 
and business models that would enable Austin Energy to 
more fully develop its capacity for the distributed 
generation of clean energy.  
  
For more information about the project, visit 
www.pecanstreetproject.org. 
 

“Solar 101” with TXSES, Austin Energy, 
and Meridian Solar on Senate Hills! 
 June 23, 2009 from 6pm to 7:30pm 
University Hills Branch of Austin Public Library 
 
Join us in learning about utilizing sustainable energy 
resources as well as defraying the costs associated through 
our local power company.  
 
Event Description: 
Natalie Marquis with the Texas Solar Energy Society will 
speak to us about how solar energy has progressed to be a 
viable source of electricity. Austin Energy will have a 
representative to educate us about the use of rebates and 
financing to ameliorate the costs of solar technology. 
Meridian Solar will have a consultant to answer any site 
specific questions about our homes and solar installation. 
  
See more details and RSVP on Senate Hills: 
http://senatehills.ning.com/events/event/show?id=2596532
%3AEvent%3A2824&xgi=30pNkv2 
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NET IMPACT Austin June Event 
Wednesday, June 24th  6:30 - 8pm 
Ventana del Sol 
Click here for full event information & RSVP 
 
Net Impact Austin is excited to present an evening event 
exploring the challenges of our traditional food system and 
how entrepreneurs are creating sustainable ways to grow 
and deliver local organic food.   

 
Whether you are considering a business startup related 
to local or organic foods, want to learn more about local 
organic food options, own or work at a business or 
nonprofit that would like to eat healthier, or interested in 
starting your own gardening effort, attend to learn from 
individuals who are walking the walk in Central Texas. 

Snacks, beverages, and door prizes will be provided to 
attendees.  
 
Welcome Austin’s New City Council in an:  
Eco-Change Exchange 
Thursday, June 25th 5:30 – 9:00 PM  
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St., Austin, TX 78701 
To attend, rsvp through TGN at 
rsvp@TexasGreenNetwork.org (or through one of 
several hosting partners) 
 
The Texas Green Network joins--  
Alliance of Community Trainers, Austin Eco-Network, 
Austin Permaculture Guild, Austin Sierra Club, Central 
Texas Zero Waste Alliance, Coal Block, 
Design~Build~Live, Ecology Action, Environment 
Texas, Greenpeace, League of Bicycling Voters, 
Northeast Neighbors Coalition, PODER, 
PowerSmack.org, Public Citizen, Resolution Gardens, 
Save Barton Creek Association, Save Our Springs 
Alliance, SEED Coalition, Solar Austin, Tecolote Farm, 
Texas Campaign for the Environment, Texas 
Environmental Democrats, Transition Austin 

 
--and others to welcome the newly inaugurated Austin 
City Council. In this time of economic and environmental 
crisis, we have an opportunity to reshape our future, now. 
Our community is coming together to make Austin a 
model of a sustainable city, and we want our elected 
officials to be leaders in this effort.   
 
Come on Thursday evening to learn, engage, and build 
momentum for making Austin the national environmental 
leader we ought to be! 
 
Program for the Evening: 
5:30 – 6:30     Sustainable Future Fair and Reception 
with new City Council Members. Enjoy some     delicious 
local, organic food, learn about great work being done in 
Austin, and help create a vision for the sustainable future 
you want to see in Austin. 
6:30 – 7:00      Opening Presentations:  Building a 
Sustainable Future in Austin 
7:00 – 8:00      Eco-Priorities Sessions: Breakout on Key 
Issue Areas  
8:00 – 9:00      Charting Our Future including reflections 
from City Council Members. 
 
Representatives of the Texas Green Network and the other 
partner organizations will be there.  Stop by  
each group’s table to connect. 
 
Great Public Spaces Summit  
June 25, 9 to 5 
The Mexican-American Cultural Center (600 River Street) 
 
7.75 units of AICP continuing education credit have been 
applied for. 
$40 for entire day 
$20 for lunch speakers only 
For more information or to register, please visit: 
http://centraltexascnu.org/ 
For specific questions, email 
rachelproctormay@gmail.com 
 
Parks. Trails. Streetscapes. Paseos. Gardens. These are the 
places that strengthen our identity, nurture our community, 
and make Austin great. Join CNU-Central Texas in 
partnership with the American Planning Association 
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Central Texas Section for a one-day action session to 
figure out what's working, what's not, and what we need to 
do to more quickly implement the community's vision of a 
complete network of interconnected public spaces.  
 
Speakers will cover the design, development, and policy 
decisions that can make or break a public space plan. Over 
lunch, Lori Houston of the City of San Antonio and Irby 
Hightower of Alamo Architects will go in-depth on the 
best practices and lessons learned from the decade-long 
San Antonio River Improvements Project. Throughout the 
day, all attendees will participate in the development of a 
policy agenda for continuing action.  
 
Free Classes at The Natural Gardener 
June 27 - 9 a.m. 
 
Roger Igo, Rosina Newton, and Sharon Truett offer a 
GROUNDS TOUR of The Natural Gardener! This is the 
first time we have offered an inside look at the plants, the 
design, and a little of the history of extensive grounds of 
the Natural Gardener. Happening the last Saturday of each 
month in June, July, and August, this tour will be 
structured, but also led by attendees' interest, so who 
knows how far we'll get in an hour? Roger is the Grounds 
Master, Rosina is the Horticulturist, and Sharon is the 
General Manager of The Natural Gardener. Come have fun 
with this trio of old-timers. 
 
All classes are about 1 hour long. Classes are subject to 
change.  Please call first to confirm.  Classes are held 
outdoors - please dress for the weather.  Arrive early for 
best seating.  Seating is limited - you are welcome to bring 
your own chair. This season we're starting a new feature  - 
a GROUNDS TOUR the last Saturday of every month in 
June, July, & August! 
 
 

 
 
BORDER ENERGY FORUM 
A vibrant and growing economy consistent with a clean 
and healthy environment for both sides of the border has 
been the vision shared by Border Energy Forum 
participants and organizers since the first forum was held 
in El Paso in 1994. 
FORO SOBRE ENERGIA DE LA FRONTERA 
Una economía dinámica y creciente en consonancia con un 
medio ambiente limpio y sano para ambos lados de la 
frontera ha sido el ideal compartido por los participantes y 
organizadores del Foro sobre Energía de la Frontera desde 
su inicio en El Paso en 1994. 
 
BORDER ENERGY FORUM X 
October 23-24, 2003    Austin, TX 
 

News & Announcements 
 
Save Heritage Trees at Barton Springs 
http://www.BartonSpringsPublicProcess.com 
 
There is a new website built to provide information about 
saving the Barton Springs Heritage Trees, links to relevant 
documents and a calendar of upcoming meetings. To 
facilitate citizen communication with Council and public 
officials, the site is set up so that you can easily read, send, 
endorse and add comments of your own to letters about 
this evolving community issue. 
 
Sign up to get updates share your input.  New information, 
events, details come in every day.  Help is needed.  
 
If you have  good computer skills, computer graphic skills, 
are an arborist,  community organizer, social networker, or 
just want to get involved, please use the Your 
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Input option to offer your talents to this worthy cause.  
 
Whole Kids Adventure is inviting you to 
put your compassion into action! 
 
Whole Kids Adventure, an Austin-based non-profit, was 
organized to offer our city a unique child development 
program focusing on healthy eating habits and lifestyles.  
The center will offer all organic nutrition (including 
alternative menus such as vegan, lactose-free, or raw), 
customized exercise programs, a mandatory second 
language, educational community garden and shared 
harvest program for parents, cooking classes for kids, and 
cultural field trips...all on a sliding scale basis! 
 
WKA is anticipated to open this fall with enough support 
from the Austin community.  Here is our wish list: 
 
*first and foremost, we need a LOCATION!  We are 
looking mostly on the eastside for a 3000+ sq. foot space-- 
ideally a house with area for gardens and playground.  We 
are asking for a 12-24 month donation of a lease but any 
leads will be helpful! 
 
*our website (www.WholeKidsAdventure.org) has a list of 
items we need to furnish the facilitiy (culinary space, 
educational garden, computer lab, offices) 
 
*we are asking local businesses to take part in a 
Community Giving Day by donating a percentage of sales 
to WKA. 
 
*Give the Gift of Education-- support our center by 
sponsoring a WKA program or class for a child in need 
 
Austin has been extremely supportive so far, and with 
some more help from the community, we can open our 
doors this fall!  In order to thank you and recognize your 
support, we can offer you or your company recognition on 
our website, and in our outreach materials, newsletters, 
and with an ad in our upcoming magazine! 
 
Please visit our website at www.WholeKidsAdventure.org 
for more information! 
 

Website Editor/ Business Manager  
Opportunity with AustinEcoNetwork.com 
 
Opening for eco & web minded individual to play a key 
role in the success of the Austin EcoNetwork. Keep the site 
current, filled with useful information, interface with 
partner organizations and businesses. In this role, you will 
make multiple daily updates to this community-oriented 
website. You will be the main contact for members, 
advertisers and contributors’ questions. The position is 
part-time (approximately 25 hours per week), but requires 
relatively evenly spread attention throughout the 7-day 
week, estimated one hour early AM, mid-day and evening 
per day, plus weekly meetings 
Your responsibilities 
·      Consistently manage the DRUPAL based website and 
update/upload calendar events, blog postings and online 
ads. Categorize and prioritize content. 
·      Adapt facts, research, conversations and news tidbits 
into blog postings. 
·      Manage relations with partner content providers 
(blogging team, partner nonprofit organizations 
·      Edit member -submitted job postings, volunteer 
opportunities and citizen actions. editing for grammar, 
punctuation and blog style guidelines 
·      Assist AEN advertising sales to ensure ads meet 
customer objectives.  
·      Work with advertisers to upload ads that meet design 
specifications. 
·      Recommend and track website design and feature 
improvements. 
·      Organize, prepare agendas, invite participants and 
attend planning meetings. 
·      Write and distribute progress reports. 
  
What we’re looking for 
o   Excellent language and communications skills:  you 
will be writing & speaking to our members, supporters and 
advertisers. 
o   Solid knowledge of web design practices and blogging 
etiquette. 
o   Familiarity with eco, environment, business and/or 
Austin tech communities and related experience in at least 
one similar role. 
o   Commitment to consistently managing the site content 
o   DRUPAL experience preferable 
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 What we’re offering 
o   Open schedule: Although some tasks may be completed 
off-site you must be able to attend planning and status 
meetings at our South Austin offices 50-70% of your time.  
o   Connections to the key players in Austin’s green scene 
o   Inclusion in activities, meetings and trainings that 
Brandi Clark is involved with. 
o   Interns/Volunteers welcome, payment depending on 
experience 
 
To apply 
Please send your resume to: 
Jackie.Sy@AustinEcoNetwork.com  and/or call Brandi 
Clark if you have helped with the Austin  EcoNetwork 
already 939-9776. 
 
June 28 Deadline to Submit Video in 
Search for Next Don't Mess with Texas TV 
Commercial 
 
Texans have until June 28 to submit their video in search 
for the next Don't Mess with Texas commercial. The 
winning video will air during prime-time television. 
  
The idea behind Car2Can™, a first-ever video contest by 
Don't Mess with Texas®, is creatively showing how to get 
trash from cars to trashcans instead of the side of Texas 
roadways.  
  

· The grand-prize winner's video will air during 
prime-time television this summer, and the winner 
will also receive a $500 Wal-Mart gift card.  

· The second-place winner will receive a Gibson 
Epiphone Les Paul II guitar branded by Sweet 
Leaf Tea.  

· The third-place winner will receive a prize 
package from Sweet Leaf Tea.  

 
Texans 18 or older can submit a video (shorter than two 
minutes) until June 28. Top videos will be posted online at 
www.dontmesswithtexas.org/car2can, where anyone in the 
state has the opportunity to vote for their favorite from 
July 1- July 12. The three winners, to be announced in 
early August, will be based on a combination of the input 
of expert judges and Texans' votes.  

Full contest details and rules are available at 
www.dontmesswithtexas.org/car2can. 
  
"Our Visible Litter Study, an analysis of actual litter in our 
state, last showed that there were 827 million pieces of 
litter on Texas roads, and this contest is another way to 
remind Texans we all have a hand in the solution," said 
Doris Howdeshell, Travel Information Division Director 
for the Texas Department of Transportation. 
  
About Don't Mess with Texas 
Don't Mess with Texas has been educating Texans about 
litter prevention since 1986. TxDOT's litter prevention 
program includes Adopt-a-Highway and a grassroots 
partnership with Keep Texas Beautiful. Don't Mess with 
Texas activities also include a spring "Trash-Off," 
community outreach, a student litter prevention contest 
and a corporate partner program. For more information, 
visit www.dontmesswithtexas.org.  
TxDOT's goals are to reduce congestion, enhance safety, 
expand economic opportunity, improve air quality and 
increase the value of transportation assets. For more 
information, visit www.txdot.gov. 
 
Best Green Home Custom Builder Award 
Goes to Solluna Builders 
Urban home has geothermal heating and cooling, rain 
water collection, outdoor living 
 
Solluna Builders won the 2009 MAX Award for Best 
Green Home -- Custom Builder. The award was presented 
by the Home Builders Association of Greater Austin.   
 
The winning home also earned a five-star rating – the 
highest possible – from the Austin Energy Green Building 
Program.  The home is in central Austin near Zilker Park, 
just a few blocks west of Kinney Avenue. 
 
The home owners set out to build the most comfortable, 
bright, airy, energy-efficient home possible, a not-so-big 
home that made the most of every square inch. Avid 
gardeners, they wanted to disturb trees and vegetation as 
little as possible, so they built their new home atop the 
footprint of an older, unsound home that had been 
demolished years ago. Enthusiastic ping-pong players, 
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they play at treetop level on a covered deck above the 
carport, overlooking their eclectic gardens.  
 
“So many elements come together to make a comfortable, 
high-performance home like this one,” said the builder 
Wayne Jeansonne, owner of Solluna Builders. “Careful 
design, heat-reflective metal roof, spray foam insulation, 
sealed HVAC ductwork in the insulated attic, low-E 
insulated windows and doors, overhanging eaves, bamboo 
floors, no-VOC paints and finishes.”    
 
Then there’s the 4000-gallon water collection system that 
will water the garden. Plus the geothermal heating and 
cooling system. “We drilled three wells 300 feet deep. The 
earth cools the house in summer and heats it in winter. The 
energy bills will be negligible.”       

 
Solar PV Installer Training- Texas 
Summer Schedule 

 
· Solar PV -San Antonio, TX- July 13-18 
· Solar Thermal -San Antonio, TX- July 13-18 
· Solar PV -Sweetwater, TX- July 20-24 
· Solar PV -Austin, TX- July 27-31 
· Solar Thermal -Austin, TX- July 27-31 
· Solar PV -Dallas, TX- August 10-14 
· Solar Thermal -Dallas, TX- August 10-14 

 
Course Description: 
Solar PV Installer Training  
The training course is a combination of lecture; hands on 
training; real world solar applications; solar installation 
contractor training; National Electrical Code (NEC) 
information; explanations of solar rebates offered in Texas 
and Federal tax credit incentives; and Texas solar installation 
contractor requirements.  
 

The classes are very interactive and include much class 
participation. The "hands-on-training" includes the complete 
installation of a Solar Electric system, from installing the 
solar panels on the roof, to the complete wiring of the balance 
of systems. There is a total of two days of hands-on 
installation and lab training that includes all materials and 
tools to do the job right.    
 
This course teaches the NABCEP Photovoltaic (PV) Entry 
Level Certificate of Knowledge learning objectives, and has 
been approved by NABCEP.  Students that complete the class 
will qualify to take the NABCEP Certificate of Knowledge 
exam.  The certificate of training, which all course graduates 
receive, will satisfy one of the requirements needed to be a 
solar system installation service provider in some Texas solar 
rebate programs, and satisfies the educational requirement to
apply to sit for the NABCEP PV Installer National 
Certification exam.    
 
Anyone interested in learning about or working in the solar 
industry or starting a solar energy company may attend this 
class. No particular skills are needed.  A construction 
background and/or electrical experience are helpful. 
About ADVEN 

ADVEN, LLC offers advanced energy strategies and 
services for sustainable technology-based solutions for 
achieving lower energy cost and energy independence. 
With offices in Louisiana and Texas, ADVVEN provides 
consulting, training, engineering and management services 
for both public and private sector organizations. For more 
information, visit www.advenaes.com or call John Berry at 
512-784-6155. 
 
Texas Green Network Contact Information 
Reed Sternberg, President, Spokesperson 
reed@TexasGreenNetwork.org 
Paul Severin, Director of Operations 
paul@TexasGreenNetwork.org 
Andee Chamberlain-Hill, Director of Membership 
andee@TexasGreenNetwork.org 
 
Texas Green Network 
PO Box 302526 
Austin, Texas 78703 
Phone: 512-917-7749    Fax: 512-692-6182 


